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Alimemazine/oxazepam/venlafaxine os
overdose

Serotonin syndrome with cardiac shock: case
report

A 41-years-old woman developed serotonin syndrome with
cardiac shock following an overdose of venlafaxine,
alimemazine and oxazepam.

The woman ingested venlafaxine 13500mg, alimemazine
1200mg and oxazepam 11700mg. On the second day, she
presented with a severe serotonin syndrome with cardiac
shock. On the fourth day, her tests showed venlafaxine blood
concentration of 5842 ng/mL and O-desmethylvenlafaxine
blood concentration of 386 ng/mL. On the eleventh day,
venlafaxine and O-desmethylvenlafaxine blood concentrations
were 2118 ng/mL and 275 ng/mL, respectively, and urine
venlafaxine and O-desmethylvenlafaxine concentration were
30000 and 51650 ng/mL, respectively [outcome not stated].

Author comment: "In case of poisoning, venlafaxine can
elicit a severe serotonin syndrome with shock." "It can also be
masked and/or aggravated by the concomitant use of
neuroleptic drugs whose clinical expressions are similar."
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