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★ SNifuroxazide

Skin eruption and first report of pancreatitis: case
report

A 56-year-old woman developed a skin eruption and acute
pancreatitis after receiving nifuroxazide for abdominal
discomfort.

The woman was hospitalised with a pruritic skin eruption,
epigastric pain and fever, which had developed 2 hours after
ingestion of two nifuroxazide 200mg capsules; her
concomitant medication included alprazolam and paroxetine.
On examination, she had a maculo-papular eruption on her
legs, arms and chest, and showed epigastric tenderness.
Laboratory investigations revealed a C-reactive protein level of
54 mg/dL, a blood calcium level of 8.6 mg/dL, an amylase level
of 362 IU/L, a lipase level of 719 IU/L, and 1.8% eosinophils; on
day 6, eosinophils increased to 10%. An abdominal CT scan
revealed diffuse pancreatic oedema that was compatible with
acute pancreatic inflammation. Mild acute pancreatitis with a
Ranson’s score of 2 was diagnosed. Cutaneous biopsy showed
a mild perivascular infiltrate of lymphocytes and few
neutrophils, compatible with vasculitis; immunofluorescence
revealed C3 complement fraction deposit.

The woman started conservative therapy with a light diet
and levocetirizine. Her clinical and laboratory symptoms
slowly improved. She was in good physical condition on
discharge on day 11; her skin eruption had resolved.

Author comment: "[T]he fact that the disease was
associated with well documented systemic immunoallergic
features appears as a strong argument in favour of a drug-
induced pancreatitis and also in favour of its idiosyncratic,
immunoallergic origin."
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» Editorial comment: A search of AdisBase and Medline did
not reveal any previous case reports of pancreatitis associated
with nifuroxazide. The WHO Adverse Drug Reactions database
contained two reports of pancreatitis associated with
nifuroxazide.
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