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An Efficient Synthesis of Ofloxacin and Levofloxacin from 3,4-
Difluoroaniline. — Based on an ortho-selective lithiation of N-Boc-3,4-
difluoroaniline (I) a synthesis of the title compounds is envisaged. Whereas
the attempt to substitute the sulfonyl group in (VI) by N-methylpiperidine
fails, the fluoro analogue (VIII) is a suitable precursor for ofloxacin (IX). Its
(S)-enantiomer levofloxacin is analogously available from optically active (VIII).
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